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in the World (English Edition): 

Description :  Description du produit33,000 pages 44 million words 10 billion years of history 1 obsessed 
man Part memoir and part education (or lack thereof), The Know-It-All chronicles NPR contributor A.J. 

Jacobs's hilarious, enlightening, and seemingly impossible quest to read the Encyclopaedia Britannica from 
A to Z. To fill the ever-widening gaps in his Ivy League education, A.J. Jacobs sets for himself the daunting 
task of reading all thirty-two volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. His wife, Julie, tells him it's a waste 
of time, his friends believe he is losing his mind, and his father, a brilliant attorney who had once attempted 
the same feat and quit somewhere around Borneo, is encouraging but, shall we say, unconvinced. With self-

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000FC2LUA


deprecating wit and a disarming frankness, The Know-It-All recounts the unexpected and comically 
disruptive effects Operation Encyclopedia has on every part of Jacobs's life -- from his newly minted 

marriage to his complicated relationship with his father and the rest of his charmingly eccentric New York 
family to his day job as an editor at Esquire. Jacobs's project tests the outer limits of his stamina and forces 
him to explore the real meaning of intelligence as he endeavors to join Mensa, win a spot on Jeopardy!, and 
absorb 33,000 pages of learning. On his journey he stumbles upon some of the strangest, funniest, and most 
profound facts about every topic under the sun, all while battling fatigue, ridicule, and the paralyzing fear 
that attends his first real-life responsibility -- the impending birth of his first child. The Know-It-All is an 

ingenious, mightily entertaining memoir of one man's intellect, neuroses, and obsessions and a soul-
searching, ultimately touching struggle between the all-consuming quest for factual knowledge and the 

undeniable gift of hard-won wisdom.

Prsentation de l'diteur33,000 pages 44 million words 10 billion years of history 1 obsessed man Part memoir 
and part education (or lack thereof), The Know-It-All chronicles NPR contributor A.J. Jacobs's hilarious, 

enlightening, and seemingly impossible quest to read the Encyclopaedia Britannica from A to Z. To fill the 
ever-widening gaps in his Ivy League education, A.J. Jacobs sets for himself the daunting task of reading all 
thirty-two volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. His wife, Julie, tells him it's a waste of time, his friends 
believe he is losing his mind, and his father, a brilliant attorney who had once attempted the same feat and 
quit somewhere around Borneo, is encouraging but, shall we say, unconvinced. With self-deprecating wit 

and a disarming frankness, The Know-It-All recounts the unexpected and comically disruptive effects 
Operation Encyclopedia has on every part of Jacobs's life -- from his newly minted marriage to his 

complicated relationship with his father and the rest of his charmingly eccentric New York family to his day 
job as an editor at Esquire. Jacobs's project tests the outer limits of his stamina and forces him to explore the 

real meaning of intelligence as he endeavors to join Mensa, win a spot on Jeopardy!, and absorb 33,000 
pages of learning. On his journey he stumbles upon some of the strangest, funniest, and most profound facts 
about every topic under the sun, all while battling fatigue, ridicule, and the paralyzing fear that attends his 

first real-life responsibility -- the impending birth of his first child. The Know-It-All is an ingenious, 
mightily entertaining memoir of one man's intellect, neuroses, and obsessions and a soul-searching, 

ultimately touching struggle between the all-consuming quest for factual knowledge and the undeniable gift 
of hard-won wisdom.From Publishers WeeklyImagine, the original Berserkers were "savage Norse soldiers" 

of the Middle Ages who went into battle stark naked! Or consider the Etruscan habit of writing in 
"boustrophedon style." Intrigued? Well, either hunker down with your own Encyclopdia Britannica, or buy 
Esquire editor Jacobs's memoir of the year he spent reading all 32 volumes of the 2002 editionthat's 33,000 

pages with some 44 million words. Jacobs set out on this delightfully eccentric endeavor attempting to 
become the "smartest person in the world," although he agrees smart doesn't mean wise. Apart from the 
sheer pleasure of scaling a major intellectual mountain, Jacobs figured reading the encyclopedia from 

beginning to end would fill some gaps in his formal education and greatly increase his "quirkiness factor." 
Reading alphabetically through whole topics he never knew existed meant he'd accumulate huge quantities 
of trivia to insert into conversations with unsuspecting victims. As his wife shunned him and cocktail party 

guests edged away, Jacobs started testing his knowledge in a hilarious series of humiliating adventures: 
hobnobbing at Mensa meetings, shuffling off to chess houses, trying out for the American Crossword Puzzle 
Tournament, visiting his old prep school, even competing on Who Wants to Be a Millionaire. Indeed, one of 
the book's strongest parts is its laugh-out-loud humor. Jacobs's ability to juxtapose his quirky, sardonic wit 

with oddball trivia make this one of the season's most unusual books. Copyright Reed Business Information, 
a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From School Library JournalAdult/High School - When 
Jacobs, a pop-culture junkie and magazine editor, got a bee in his bonnet to read the entire abridged set of 

the Encyclopedia Britannica to stave off the decline of his recalled knowledge, his wife, family, and 
coworkers looked on with disbelief, amusement, and annoyance. They thought he'd give up on his quest, but 
fortunately he did not, for his recap manages to impart the joys of learning, along with a lot of laughs. The 

alphabetical arrangement of his book allows Jacobs to share highlights, many of which show his fixation on 
the morbid, the insane, and the grotesque in history. Corts had syphilis. Descartes had a fetish for cross-eyed 
women. Throughout, the author digresses with anecdotes about such things as his trip to a Mensa meeting, 

his visit with Alex Trebek, and (mainly) his wife's attempts to get pregnant. While the pregnancy woes 
probably won't hold the same resonance with teens as with adults, they are all short, and soon there is 



another funny or gross item. As Jacobs wraps up, he leaves readers with the sense of satisfaction and 
wistfulness that often occurs when finishing a particularly satisfying book, only multiplied by the magnitude 
of what he has accomplished. This is a love note to human knowledge and the joys of obtaining it. - Jamie 

Watson, Harford County Public Library, MD Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 


