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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurThe inspiring true story of a young boys chaotic life in aremote, wild, corner of East
Africa.Jamess childhood is spent on an isolated gold-mine near Lake Victoria, Tanganyika, with just his
sister and mother; hisfather tragically dying through injuries sustained from World War Il. His upbringing is
mainly left to atribal ayah called Aminaand an elderly Swahili man, and he learns to speak Swahili before
English.In this unusual setting he soon discovers some stark facts about life through tragedy and danger, but
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it isthelocal watu, imbued with kindness and irrepressible humour, that save him from despair, and with
whom he learns to fish with home-made lines, eat insects and famously abuse the European hierarchy in real
Swahili'Known as Jimu to his friends, he marks out his own country with a Sukuma boy named L utoli, falls
deeply in love with the beautiful, but older, German girl Gretchen and throws himself out of the back of a
bus to avoid being sent away to school.Once at school, in Arusha, James tends to mix with other non-
conformers and presents a dilemmato teachers he is awhite boy with a black spirit. His gang gets up to
nefarious enterprises, bringing them into a state of permanent conflict with the system.James is fascinated
with the history of Tanganyika back to the time when it was a German Colony until 1918. The unparalleled
courage of the German leader Paul von Lettow Vorbeck against the British is a beacon to the young boy of
what can be accomplished against adversityAbove al James discovers the world, and life, alittle by
education, alot by accident, but overwhelmingly by fate and happenstance, in circumstances few peoplein
the developed world have experienced.Prsentation de |'diteurThe inspiring true story of ayoung boys chaotic
life in aremote, wild, corner of East Africa.Jamess childhood is spent on an isolated gold-mine near Lake
Victoria, Tanganyika, with just his sister and mother; his father tragically dying through injuries sustained
from World War 11. Hisupbringing is mainly left to atribal ayah called Aminaand an elderly Swahili man,
and he learns to speak Swahili before English.In this unusual setting he soon discovers some stark facts
about life through tragedy and danger, but it is the local watu, imbued with kindness and irrepressible
humour, that save him from despair, and with whom he learns to fish with home-made lines, eat insects and
famously abuse the European hierarchy in real Swahili'Known as Jimu to his friends, he marks out his own
country with a Sukuma boy named L utoli, falls deeply in love with the beautiful, but older, German girl
Gretchen and throws himself out of the back of a busto avoid being sent away to school.Once at schooal, in
Arusha, James tends to mix with other non-conformers and presents a dilemmato teachers he is a white boy
with ablack spirit. His gang gets up to nefarious enterprises, bringing them into a state of permanent conflict
with the system.James is fascinated with the history of Tanganyika back to the time when it was a German
Colony until 1918. The unparalleled courage of the German leader Paul von Lettow Vorbeck against the
British is a beacon to the young boy of what can be accomplished against adversityAbove all James
discoversthe world, and life, alittle by education, alot by accident, but overwhelmingly by fate and
happenstance, in circumstances few people in the developed world have experienced.Biographie de
I'auteurJames Penhaligon was born in Africa and grew up on aremote gold mine in Tanganyika, later to
emerege as Tanzania. He attended boarding school in Tanzania and Kenya. He studied medicine in South
Africaand practised as afamily physician before specialising as a psychiatrist in the UK. Heis married and
has three grown up children. He lives with hiswifein Cornwall.



